MARCOS! BOSUS LAND REPORM COLLAPSES _ 


Tele -les how Abe peuiant masses desorite the promise of jand reform 
= by the fascist dictator Marcos at the beginning: of his antidemooratic 
unterrevolution an [972, 


Pive years of Mareos' bogus land reform hag not only Pattea to improve 


the lot of poor and lower-middle peasants whe comprise the vaat majority of 
the country's peasantry. It has scgravates their. plight. 
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In fact, the peag@arits who or decoived inte acoepting-thé acrap of 
paper Sat the per hed aa ctatorship calle a "land transfer certificate" 
(LEC) find themselves sinking cver deeper in debt, with no hope of eventual 
owning (the re tilling 


A recent séminer of the University of the Philippines fooused.on a 
“land reform" barrio in Calumpit, Bulacan, Based.on the datacmade availiable 
to the seisearcliors, it would seam that production coeta. have o@isen ty.30 

i “decanse of the high cost of fertilisers, pesticides, irriga- 
trast, the palay production. increased by 


Sd biel ave! rage farm in the Leight 9 bout an equivalent of 53. eavaens 
9 84 totalled only 64.71 cavans, the 
av er less than P6000. 
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(Ll prime commodities skyrocketing, the 
peasant “and iss family could “not live on that amount, much less meas amor~ 
tisation pajymente en the Tand, : : : 


Clearly, with the prices of al 


Pigld reports by Party secreh show that actual production costs have 
risen many #imes more than 30 percent. . On the ether hand, pelay produstion 
has been so unreliable and requires so much expense. that many pennants are 


giving up the so-oml ied "high-yielding" varieties. 


Célumpit varric, peat bicides for which the peasants ere. required 

ive pricoe under the re ‘gs “Hasagana 99". program were 

vous to he. peasants’ health and to the environment. The 

vontistae per i was banned in Japan years ago while another brand, ... 

rier aa A, Was never allowed for farming. Both prands have been killing ~ 
f fish, frogs and sails nas provide ‘supplonéatary Food for the papemnte. 


_ Genfront ted widh: this, tho. Department ot Agratian Roforn: <DAR) pointed 
to the: Bureau of Plant Industry as tho government agoncy responsible. On 
anos DOr gocnsions ‘the : ae had. eee to shigt the blame to the Bureau of 


‘Tho’ res bas tncd wack & - ona flop that “iki tha Sisbian Atotdsan- 
“tho volume of ite ‘propaganda -on whet it hed pointed to -ae- 
nee ae tes ces now tonde $e evade or obsoure tho 


What. makes the Marcos “land reform" a eham from the beginning ie the 
bourgeois. reactionary idea that ag the tenant masses in rice and corn lands 
want toon Lens They: must buy. a4 at the. ages? iets! by mete landlords. 


Presiden tial. Decree No. -27 etressce tho point “that dang. sale o ontraets 
must be sea@ent tially @ private transaction betwoon the landlords and tenenta 


and evon discéurages the Land Bank from acting as tho financial i ntormediary, 


Atcany rate, whothes ho land #ale contract bo ‘adgoatly Setuens. the 
ord and the tenant, er tho Land ‘Bank first purehasoe the land and -then 
ils it to the tonant, PD No. 27 dictates a modo of land: Valuetion and «6 
of. payment that put the poor and lower-middic poasants in default of 
ir le aah ai ae rs emowsteing owners", ; ‘. 


The aree of the lend bs arrived hae i! gotting Be average groan orop 


ee . nis Land’. tho landlord dicka ane the “beat 


rep. yoars or el bay insiets on outrightly false high production figures. 


in raising the figure for the avorage gross OPER, “the landlord ia not 
i stead in Geiling his land. Bat it is useful for him for demand- 
(25 percent of the averago grees orop) in accerdance 


In itecdilety the whole country a “land reform" area, the Agrarian 
form Code of 1971 and then dibcieaaceees Deerea No. 2 pushed many tonants 
t for the “leaschold" system on pain of losing their tenancy rights 


a 
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Even before PD'No. 27, Many landlords had alroady sompelled their 
tenants to ign “leasakole” contracts wherein high averages of rosa crops 
core i ct ae = ing the Tend sont. That is what Marcos 
calle * cncipétion” ef the tornants in his Foo Ne. 2. 6 


oping into land sale contracts under 
ee are weber * wey 8 yoieiy: oqual paymonts,. — These paymonta 
esover net peed the basic price of the land but also interost at Gao 
perscnt = yoar. i Sa 


= 


fonante who Lave biotes Yamortiging owners” are alse required to pay 
the len@-tax, pow rapidly rising as a reault of Vorld Bank dictation. When. 
sho Lané@ Bank gots a6 the financial inte: ary, tho “amort ging omers" ‘ 
alec roquipod to ae nents, aoe %0 cate ‘ be ororpriosae. 


lands arranged by the 3 
PD Ho. 27 also requires the tering cimesa’ 4a bocome mombors of 
the “samahang nogron” (village association). This association is supposed 
se be thoie Geer tor. in they are subject ae baeaiee! Pinuagi ss ‘eels eetions 
aie Harode--teposod., semen iation, 


Under PD He. 21, tho. ‘poor. poatents an even all middle. peasants who 
are tonanta have absolutely no chan oa Lo to moot all tho sspaneee 


of dobts « 


power o- 


Cort: ainty 4 borin, _ 
contract. There ag as es no nom caso ‘of ‘a poor or ‘lowor-middo ‘poasant 
daring to ontor into any direct land sale contract with his: landlord undor 


PD Ho. 27s ; es 


oa I is only in an foe Small mumbor of cesos, where the Land Bank 
agis as he fin neial intcrmodiary, that poor and lower-middlo poasants are 
trapped with ‘tho noe “peasants inland sale eontracts under the 

tormes of ; 

oe ae records of the Land Bank 8! Wi that tho. poor “and ‘lower-middic. 
poasants aro -alwaya in cofeult 6f thoir™ paymonts.- Failure to pay means’ tho. 


piling up of ayeareas upon int torest. : 
Bvon without having to pay for obligations tinder PD No. 27, the peasant 


massos aro alroady pinned down by tho rising costs of production. and subsis- 
tendo -and ard a a bo pinned down harder by illness in tho family, 


nesural ogi ehities and the saad reacts of tho go~callod SESS 
variotios of. sodas 
Maroos' “Land reform doos net. only amount. to cones worsons tho lot 

of tho Goo? a joraiddlo. peasants... /t-is too much + iirxke bike some 

. offic iale of tho U.S. Agoncy for, Intormational Deve iobacnt (AcE. D..), that 
this bogus land rofoerm is “not ovon ono. poreont fulfilloa".. It is alse 
gratuitous to say that: it de “noving bats ag if there woro #till-some hopo 
in it ay He & Pa é 


; What is land reform if it is noé¢ for tho masses of Decor and lowor=middle 
peasants? They.are tho tillors who need te own, thoir plots bet cannot~" 
afford to buy thom. ; - 

Date from the DAR covering tho. period hind 1976 shew: ap the nie lia thie 
Harcos has “dished out to tho poasant Mas sos 

Under the pompous signboard of "Oporation | Land Transfer", tho DAR 
distributod 32), 700 Lits, ee 398,458 hoctares, 40-229, 341 tonants out 


of ane ac GROW Lod od. op oof cmer than ono million tenants on rice and corn 
t ands @ 7 Tee “ oo . - 
These LICs arc moro Scraps, of papor informing... tho tenants that thoy c 
OG From thot aceordance with PD No. 27-by oithor ston. 
— rack wa hipiemaineumid ds..or-having-the. Land 


“= of soni ration = epee tho 


Pe bin ea prices an the bare ae weatin Pipsron;, As dine oi 
the formula sot by PD No. 27. According to the DAR, only 9,698: BCLPs wore 
organised fron a 72 %6 ATO. og ae 


@ etack eer adnaass in transact ione within tho BCLP, 

om ie dominated by landlords and buroaucrats. In mostccadosy: 
‘the “Jandlords iso the ‘BCLP to falsify production figures upwards not-only to 
got a prohibitive ricco on tho land but also to domand highor vont. In othor 

oases ‘es landloris sim Pty boyoot) The soceed aftcr - token. mooting. 


ofr the: 5, én es SCLPs which svbeitiod land valosticns; the 2° carcd to: 
rodpond to only 3,271 with @ mark of approval. But valuation of tho land 
mainly 6 eter’ is ono ‘Wing and ae Sonants’ enility te pet is 


tan As another 
Thore aro. land salos ou 


nistrast: 7 oo 


The aver e 
13,120, 


sels pont P3, 000. “Tho overpricing cas connivance bot ~~ landlords 
and the ae Bank errr is very _obetous, : 


tho average “aowtieias owsos! hes to pay annually Pl, 181 for a 8 
period of 15 years for the basic land price and intorest te In addi- 
tion, it has to pay for administrative costs = ‘land taxes wise aome to 

aioe et darge amount . : 


What shout obi igationa too the “samahang nayon!) ‘What about peomadkion 
oxpenses and living expenses, at a time when the crisis goneratod by U.S. 
imporialiam and the Narcos fascist regime is daily worsening? And what about 
such Umexpooted ovonte es ilincss in tho family or eron. failure com inars dy 


encod evoly a yours)? 


In the “period 197 -1976, the “DaR issucd a erin total of 983 vomanci~. 
pation patents” to 576 tonants on 562 hectares. ‘Tho. reolpicnts of these = 
"patents" had started to pay tho Land Bank for the land a long, long time © 
pofore the fascist martial rulo and cvon pofore ‘tho entire Harcos rogime. 


fhoy aro actually rich peasants er even up-and-coming mall lendlorda 
or peasants and -. who draw income not wae from the aes Jee 


te che pee Sis pode oF yabantion dictated by this 
oy ~ lendlord class to impose - ee rent bases 


dooree hes boen 
imtoneity te 


are a the. land 
always bcctea as opscire : 
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“trae. of meal and medium eadionds | who have also become members of the 
national boungvoisie or upper potty bourgeoisie, end on the basis of their 
- glass stand support the Party's anti-imperieliet and antifascist line. In 
Meet 4 degrees, they veoemise that they must make common cause with the . 
agant macees and the broad revolutionary movement against the U.S. Marcos 
dictatorship. 


ae landlords who oppose the policies of the Party, the pooplela aregy 
and the peasant movement and act to ssbot them or bring harm to the 
revoly senrd forces Bre eounterrevelutionary despots who are subject to 
te Their monning ers are also liable to we per if they do 


not ‘change their Wage. 


tn e certain sense, ihe peasant. oacees in demanding the reduction of 
land rent eave 8 advantage ower the urben workers in demanding higher 
wages, The former have demediate acoess to the crop while the latter do 
not have immediate access to the funds held -by their employers in bank 
AGOOURES « : 


as. the pianent maseee struggic ageinst the bogus land veform of the . 
fasoist dictatorial regime of the U.5.-Narcos clique throughout the country, 
the Party, the people's army and the masse erganizationa and all the: 
revolutionary forces can advance vigorously. The peasant movement is. 
developing rapidly eas the main force of the revolutionary mee te 


